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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS  FOR  1957 


Area  of  District  in  Acres  . . ...  7,353 

Population  (Census  1921)  ...  ...  ...  31,088 

(Census  1931)  ...  ...  . . . »o«  .oo  . «.  30,970 

(Census  1951)  ...  ...  o.o  . . . . . . ...  28, 826 

Estimated  population  for  Birth  & Death  Rates  1957  ...  28,000 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (31/12/57)  ...  7,540 


Number  of  persons  per  house  ...  ...  3.7 

Rateable  Value , 1st  Apr il,  1958  ...  ...  o.»  ...  .oo  £>166 ,933 

Product  of  Penny  Rate,  1957-58  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £615 

Number  of  Births  .o.  .o.  ...  oo.  o..  ...  ...  527 

Net  B lr t h Rate  o».  ...  o».  o . . .oo  ...  ...  18o7 


Number  of  illegitimate  Births  25 

Number  of  Deaths  of  residents  332 

Net  Death  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 * 85 

Number  of  Deaths  under  1 year  15 

Of  these  there  were  illegitimate  ...  0 

Infantile  mortality,  per  1,000  births  28.8 

Number  of  women  dying  from  childbirth  0 

Number  of  Deaths  from  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis  ...  1 

Number  of  Deaths  from  all  forms  of  Influenza  4 

Number  of  Deaths  from  all  forms  of  Bronchitis  33 

Number  of  Deaths  from  all  forms  of  Pneumonia  3 

Number  of  Deaths  from  all  forms  of  Measles  ...  ...  0 

Number  of  Deaths  from  all  forms  of  Circulatory  Diseases  106 

Number  of  Deaths  from  all  forms  of  Cancer  52 


Year  Births  Deaths 


1949  642  338 

1950  626  319 

1951  577  394 

1952  563  300 

1953  554  333 

1954  534  327 

1955  492  319 

1956  537  313 

1957  527  332 


- 2 - 


BEDWELLT 1 URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


To  the  Chairma.ni  and  Members  of 
the  Bedwellty  Urban  District  Council 


Public  Health  Department „ 
Municipal  Off ices 0 
Aberbargoed0 

Bargoed,  Glam. 
31st  May„  1958 . 


Mr.  Chairman,,  MrSo  Baker  £ffld  Gentlemen,, 

THE  BRYN  HOSPITAL 

A few  years  ago  I tried  to  influence  the  "cP©wers~th&t= 
be““  that  the  new  hospital  at  the  Bryn  was  a vital  necessity  to  the 
area.  However,,  there  is  still  no  sign  of  anything  happening 
beyond  a mark  on  the  Town  and  Country  Planning  Map  of  the  area,  and 
so  I have  given  the  matter  further  thought.  Another  worthy 
project s the  Severn  Bridge,,  seems  to  be  on  its  way „ but  to 
build  a part  of  a bridge  is  useless.  It  must  be  the  whole  bridge 
or  nothing. 


I think  that  the  greatest  obstacle  to  starting  the 
Bryn  project  is  the  suddenness  with  which  the  whole  hospital „ in 
the  minds  of  financial  everts  would  have  to  be  embarked  upon  and 
paid  for.  Let  us  seek  then,  something  which  they  might  find 
more  palatable. 


I have  discussed  the  problem  with  a senior  laboratory 
worker  from  outside  the  area,  and  as  he  wishes  to  remain  anonymous,, 
all  I can  do  is  thank  him  most  gratefully  for  an  accurate „ well- 
written,  and  thoughtful  document  with  which  he  has  most  kindly 
provided  me  and  to  reproduce  it  in  fulls- 


““The  Pathological  Service  in  a new  Hospital 

The  pathological  department  plays  an  important 
part  in  the  diagnosis  of  disease  in  patients  admitted  to  hospital, 
and  this  same  service  should  be  made  available  to  the  general 
practitioner. 

Some  of  the  more  useful  tests  that  are  easily  carried 
out  in  any  pathological  department  are  listed  below,  together  with 
the  time  taken  to  perform  them. 

BLOOD  COUNTS  - Bleeding  and  clotting  times  - E.S.R.  - Platelet  & 
reticulocyte  counts.  Time  per  patient...........!  hour 

(These  tests  are  invaluable  for  the  control  of  all  grades  of  anaemia) 

BLOOD  UREA  ESTIMATION  Time  per  patient. ... ...... .45  minutes 

BLOOD  SUGAR  ESTIMATION  Time  per  patient ...........  30 

BACTERIAL-  SENSITIVITY  TESTS  Time  per  patient .... .......  2 days 

(if  urgent,,  overnight) 
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SODIUM  & POTASSIUM  BLOOD  ESTIMATIONS  Time  per  patient....  1 day 

LIVER  FUNCTION  TESTS  (Serum)  Time  per  patient. ...  1 hour 

A reception  ward  should  be  attached  to  laboratory, 
and  might  also  be  useful  for  X-rays,  which  would  bring  complete 
gastric  analysis  into  the  pietureo 

The  general  practitioner  today  has  access  to  the 
pathological  service,  but  in  many  cases  it  would  appear  that  full 
advantage  is  not  being  taken  by  them. 

Many  anaemias  are  being  treated  by  doctors  other  than 
those  on  hospital  staffs,,  but  few  control  blood  counts  are  in  fact 
carried  out.  Hence  the  unsuitability  of  a given  course  of  treatment 
may  not  be  detected  for  some  time. 

With  regard  to  antibiotic  sensitivity  tests  a case 
may  be  quoted.  In  this  instance,,  a patient  with  a septic  hand 
was  treated  with  penicillin  unsuccessfully  for  4 days  and  was 
eventually  admitted  to  hospital  in  urgent  need  for  treatment. 

A sensitivity  test  clearly  showed  that  the  causative  organism 
was  quite  insensitive  to  penicillin,,  but  would  succumb  to 
another  antibiotic. 

Had  a swab  been  taken  earlier , would  it  have  been 
necessary  to  admit  this  patient  to  hospital? 

The  tests  listed  above9  and  many  others,,  can  be  used 
by  the  general  practitioner  for  diagnosis,,  confirmation  of  clinical 
diagnosis,  or  control  of  treatment,  if  a Pathological  Laboratory 
is  sufficiently  near  at  hand. 

Therefore,  the  provision  of  a well  equipped  laboratory, 
together  with  other  auxilliary  medical  departments  such  as  X-ray, 
physiotherapy  etc.„  is  of  utmost  importance  in  the  design  of  a 
modern  hospital.” 


Quite  recently  a College  of  General  Practitioners  has 
been  established  and  their  Executive  Committee  has  expressed  to  the 
Society  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health,  a strong  desire  to  work  with 
us  in  closer  collaboration.  Such  a move  would  be  most  welcome  in 
this  area  because  at  the  moment  ” collaboration”  seems  to  consist 
mostly  of  refraining  from  treading  on  one  another® s corns.  I 
hope,  however,  in  this  preamble  to  give  them  something  to  think 
about,  which  is  meant  to  be  constructive  rather  than  critical. 

At  the  Miners*  Hospital,,  Caerphilly,  and  at  Tredegar, 
the  nuclei  of  new  hospitals  have  been  established.  An  X-ray 
department,  a physiotherapy  department,  and  a pathological 
laboratory.  The  latter  is  at  the  disposal  of  any  doctor  to 
send  specimens  without  referring  the  case  to  a specialist. 

Generally  speaking,  the  list  given  me  is  true  for  Caerphilly, 
but  I understand  that  any  of  the  rarer  tests  can  be  done  with  the 
exception  of  virus  cultures  (which  are  the  M.O.H®s  particular  field 


at  present),  but  certain  rests  have  t©  be  sent  to  Cardiff*  nowevar* 
looking  at  their  record  it  appeared  that  except  in  the  ease  of  certain 
enthusiastic  G.P's  the  distance  factor  greatly  reduced  the  number 
of  patients  referred  by  their  doctors  for  accurate  diagnosis*  and 
in  all  probability  such  cases  are  being  referred  to  specialists  at 
the  Royal  Gwent  and  other  large  hospitals  for  the  purpose  of  relieving 
their  anxiety * rather  than  for  specialist  diagnosis  and  treatment o 

To  return  to  the  distance  factor o Fares  soar  up  and 

up*  yet  still  only  those  in  receipt  of  National  Assistance  get  theirs 
refunded*  and  only  people  too  crippled  and  infirm  to  board  a bus  are 
entitled  to  a free  ride  in  an  ambulance o 

I also  visited  the  physiotherapy  department  at 
Caerphilly*  and  was  struck  by  the  zeal  and  ability  of  the  staff* 
who  deal  with  130  cases  a day*  90  of  them  ©ut-patients  under  cramped 
conditions.  Of  course*  travelling  t©  the  department  over  long 
distances  by  ambulance  can  be  most  uncomfortable*  particularly  when 
a large  number  of  other  patients  have  to  be  collected*  treated  and 
returned  home  on  the  same  day. 

To  come  finally  to  my  point*  the  upper  Rhymney  Valley 
and  Blackwood  are  not  getting  a fair  crack  of  the  whip.  If  a start 
was  made  on  the  Bryn  by  putting  in  an  X-ray  department*  a physiotherapy 
department*  a pathological  laboratory*  and  one  pavilion  of  out-patient 
beds,  the  foundation  for  a large  general  hospital  would  be  soundly 
laid*  an  opportunity  for  collaboration  between  public  health  doctors 
and  general  practitioners  would  be  established*  refresher  teaching 
facilities  augmented*  and  benefits  endowed  upon  every  individual 
living  in  my  area  or  thereabouts  of  quantity  and  quality 
immeasurable  by  the  yardstick  of  avarice. 


DAN  POWELL 

The  departure  of  Mr.  Powell  is  a most  momentous  occasion 
in  the  lives  of  his  most  worthy  successor*  Mr.  Arthur  Coleman*  and 
myself.  An  authoritarian*  yet  possessing  a warm  heart  beating  within 
a good  Celtic  thorax*  we,  comparatively  young  ex-servicemen  had  to 
admit  that  such  a man  was  not  one  to  be  easily  thwarted.  On  each 
of  ray  office  days  we  would  hold  a discussion  group*  with  Dan  in  the 
chair*  and  we  hope  that  every  important  word  from  his  lips  will  be 
remembered  throughout  the  rest  of  our  careers.  Our  motto  is  not 
"Full  steam  ahead"  but  "What  would  Dan  Powell  have  done.™  What  was 
Newport*  s loss  was  our  gain. 


LEWIS  LEWIS 

The  defeat  of  Mr.  Lewis  Lewis  from  the  Council  is  a 
great  personal  loss  to  me.  I found  out  early  in  my  sojourn  here 
that  if  I was  in  trouble  I had  to  dig  him  out  from  his  book-lined 
parlour  at  all  sorts  of  hours*  and  once  he  had  heard  what  I had  to 
say,  grunted  and  nodded*  mysterious  things  would  happen  which  would 
lead  me  past  that  particular  obstacle.  I have  formed  a distinct 
filial  emotion  towards  him,  and  I think  that  perhaps  he  had 
something  of  a paternal  regard  for  myself.  However*  he  was  so 
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influenced  by  Plato  that  I know  it  would  be  foolish  to  ask  him 
about  ito  In  any  case  I hope  for  many  years  to  be  able  to  seek  his 
advice  on  matters  of  fundamental  importance. 


NEW  SWIMMING  BATHS 

There  are  open-air  baths  provided  by  the  Councils*  at 
Bargoed,  Pontllanfraith  and  Tredegaro  Unfortunately  our  cold,  wet 
climate  restricts  their  use  lamentably.  I am  quite  certain  that 
what  Bedwellty  Council  should  do  is  provide  an  indoor  swimming  bath 
which  could  be  in  use  every  day  of  the  year. 

The  difference  in  cost  would  almost  certainly  be  met 
one  way  or  another  by  the  County  Education  Committee.  I have  had 
the  privilege  on  three  different  occasions  in  my  array  career  to 
raise  Water  Polo  teams,  and,  in  my  judgement,  the  same  thing  could 
be  done  by  a younger  man  quite  easily  here.  The  Bedwellty 
Swimming  Gala  would  also  become  a famous  annual  event  throughout 
the  West  Country. 


I am,  Mrs.  Baker  & Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 
R.  A.  HOEY. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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BIRTHS  1957 


The  births  registered  during  the  years 


Legitimate 


Totals 


Males 

273 

9 


282 


237 

8 


245 


Live  birth  rate  per  lffOOO  of  the  population  ... 
Percentage  illegitimate  t©  legitimate  . » . . . . 


Stillbirths 


OOO  OOO  O O O OOO  OOO  ooo  O o o 


o o o 


ooo 


ooo 


ooo 


ooo 


18.7 

3.3 

25 


Births  for  the  previous  years  may  be  compared s 


1949  1950  1951  1952  1953  1954  1955  1956  1957 

642  626  577  563  554  534  492  537  5 27 

DEATHS  1957 

No.  of  deaths  during  year  . . . . . » o o . . <> . ooo  o..  332 

The  death  rate  after  correction  of  inward  and 

outward  transfers  ooo  ooo  ooo  ooo  ooo  oo.  o . . 11. 85 


Death  rate  for  the  previous  years  may  be  compared* 


1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

11.69 

lloOO 

13.78 

IQ.  51 

11.68 

11.55 

11.34 

11.16 

11.85 
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DEATHS  OF  CHILDREN  UNDER  ONE  YEAR 


Under  1 week 
1-2  weeks 
2=3  weeks 
3=4  weeks 

1 = 3 months 
3=6  months 
6-9  months 
9 - 12  months 


ooo  ooo  ooo  o o o ooo  o o o ooo  o o o ooo  ooo 


9 

1 


ooo  ooo  ooo  ooo  ooo 


ooo  ooo  OOO  OOO 


2 


Total  under  one  month  12 


OOO 


OOO  ooo  OOO  OOO  OOO  OOO  OOO  OOO  ooo  ooo 


ooo 


0 

2 

1 


Total  3 


COMPARISON  OF  INFANTILE  MORTALITY 


Bedwellty  Urban  District  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28.8  per  1,000 

births 

Monmouth  County  30.98  per  1,000 

births 

England  and  Wales  ...  ..  23.00  per  1,000 

births 


DEATHS  FROM  ZYMOTIC  DISEASES 


NIL 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY 
Per  1,000  births  (Live  and  Still): 


Bedwellty  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Monmouth  County  ...  ...  .0.70 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATHS  1957 


Cause 

Males 

Females 

Tuberculosis  (Respiratory) 

1 

Tuberculosis  (Other) 

«=» 

«a 

Measles 

c 

c= 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

cs> 

« 

Diphtheria 

CD 

Whooping  Cough 

= 

CD 

PoXiomr/elit is 

c® 

Meningococcal  Infections 

=o 

03 

Parasite  Disease 

CP 

*=> 

Cancer  (Stomach) 

6 

1 

Cancer  (Lung) 

7 

1 

Cancer  (Breast) 

<=> 

3 

Cancer  (Uterus) 

CP 

5 

Cancer  (Other  Sites) 
Leukaemia 

22 

7 

Diabetes 

CP 

3 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

16 

24 

Coronary  Disease  - Angina 

31 

10 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

2 

4 

Other  heart  diseases 

21 

26 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

5 

7 

Influenza 

1 

3 

Pneumonia 

2 

1 

Bronchitis 

26 

7 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

19 

1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

3 

O. 

Gastritis,  Enteritis,  Diarrhoea 

2 

1 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

2 

2 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

4 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

•» 

Congenital  malformation 

2 

1 

Other  defined  and  illdefined  diseases 

21 

17 

Motor  Vehicle  accidents 

3 

2 

Other  Accidents 

2 

6 

Suicide 

1 

1 

Totals 

199 

133 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  UNDER 
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T U BERG  t?  LOS  IS 


Occupational  Incidence  of  Tuberculosis 


MALES 

Occupation 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulraonary 

Total 

Labourer 

1 

- 

1 

School  Age 

3 

3 

H.  Mo  Forces 

2 

- 

2 

Factory  Worker 

2 

- 

2 

Miner 

3 

- 

3 

Farmer 

1 

- 

1 

Fitter 

1 

- 

1 

Merchant  Seaman 

1 

- 

1 

Laboratory  Assistant 

1 

- 

1 

FEMALES 

Housewif  e 

6 

- 

6 

Factory  Worker 

2 

» 

2 

School  Age 

1 

- 

1 

Under  School  Age 

2 

- 

2 

Total 

26 

- 

26 
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HOSPITAL  AND  SANATORIUM  TREATMENT 


OF  CASES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS 


Hospital 

Pulmonary  Cases 

Non-Pulmonary  Cases 

Admitted 

Discharged 

Admitted 

Discharged 

Cefn  Mably 

6 

2 

- 

- 

Gian  Ely 

4 

5 

- 

- 

Energlyn 

2 

2 

- 

- 

S.  Wales  San.,  Talgarth 

2 

11 

- 

- 

Gelligaer  Hospital 

8 

3 

- 

- 

Chest  Unit,  Chepstow 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Sully  Hospital 

8 

10 

- 

- 

Total 

31 

33 
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MONTHLY  INCIDENCE  OP 


NOTIFICATION  OF  TUBERCULOSIS 


Pulmonary  Case® 

N©n=Pulm©nary  Cases 

January 

~ 

- 

February 

2 

- 

March 

2 

*=» 

April 

4 

- 

May 

I 

- 

June 

1 

- 

July 

6 

- 

August 

6 

- 

September 

- 

- 

October 

1 

- 

November 

2 

- 

December 

1 

26 

- 

COMPARISON  OF  NOTIFICATIONS  AND  DEATHS 
FROM  PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS  DURING  THE 
LAST  TEN  YEARS 


Year 

Formal 

Notifications 

Deaths 

1948 

36 

19 

1949 

42 

19 

1950 

32 

15 

1951 

46 

10 

1952 

38 

9 

1953 

34 

11 

1954 

37 

2 

1955 

38 

3 

1956 

26 

3 

1957 

26 

1 
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Non-Pulmonary 

Total 

9 8 19  19 
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9 1 9 9 9 1 
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Pulmonary 

( Total 

1 1 1 1 1 rH 
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TO 

1 1 1 1 9 1 

i 

as 

9 1 9 9 9 H 
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NEW  CASES 

Non- Pulmonary 

Total 

9 9 19  11 
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TO 

9 9 119  1 

i 

S 

19  1119 
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Pulmonary 

Total 

OJ  Tf  O 00  to  rH 

26 

to 

2 

1 

3 

5 

0 

0 

IT 

0 

3 

3 

3 

5 

1 

15 

Age  Period 
in  Years 

0-5 

5-14 
15  - 24 
25  - 44 
45  - 64 
65  & over 

Total 

14 


NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN 
REGISTRATION  WARDS  AND  QUARTERS  DURING  1957 
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ANALYSIS  OP  TOTAL  GASES  AND  DEATHS  FROM 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  ACCORDING  TO  AGE  GROUPS 
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DISTRIBUTION  OP  CASES  OP  PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS 


ACCORDING  TO  AGE  GROUPS  DURING  THE  LAST  12  YEARS 


AGE  GROUP 

YEAR 

1-5  years 

5-15  years 

15  years  & over 

1946 

- 

3 

35 

1947 

- 

1 

38 

1948 

4 

6 

26 

1949 

2 

4 

37 

1950 

2 

1 

29 

1951 

3 

4 

29 

1952 

1 

1 

36 

1953 

3 

4 

25 

1954 

3 

2 

32 

1955 

- 

4 

34 

1956 

1 

7 

18 

1957 

2 

4 

20 
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CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR9  S REPORT 


Public  Health  Department , 
Municipal  Off ices , 

(Telephone i Bargoed  2137)  Aberbargoed, 

Bargoed, 

Glamo 

10th  May,  1958o 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Bedwellty  Urban  District  Council.. 

Mr*  Chairman,  Mrs.  Baker  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
work  done  in  my  Department  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1957. 
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( 


I 


NOTICES  SERVED 


lo  Public  Health  Act,  1936  (Sec.  92  and  93) 

(Abatement  of  nuisances,  repairs  t©  property) 

I ntiraafian  Notices  . ..  ...  ...  . ..  131 

Abatement  Notices  ...  ...  . ..  ...  235 

2o  Public  Health  Act,  1936  (Seco  24) 

(Sewer  maintenance)  ooo  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

3.  Public  Health  Act,  1936  (Sec.  83) 

(Cleansing  of  Premises)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

4.  Public  Health  Act0  1936  (Sec.  138)  & Water  Act,  1945 

(Provision  of  adequate  water  supply  to  houses)  ...  1 

HOUSING 


Below  is  a table  showing  the  action  taken  during  the 
year  in  the  case  of  individually  unfit  houses  (demolit- 
ion, closure  and  repair). 


DEMOLITION  AND  CLOSING  ORDERS 

No.  of 
Houses 

Number  of 
Persons  Displaced 

1.  Housing  Act,  1936 

(a)  Houses  demolished  as  a result  of 
formal  or  informal  procedure  under 

See©  XX  909  099  OOO  090  OOO  0 

..  5 

27 

(b)  Houses  closed  in  pursuance  ©f  an 
undertaking  given  by  the  owners 
under  Sec.  11  and  still  in  force 

NIL 

NIL 

(c)  Parts  of  building  closed  (Sec.  12) 

NIL 

NIL 

2.  Housing  Act,  1949 

(a)  Closing  Orders  made  under  Sec. 3(1) 

NIL 

NIL 

(b)  Demolition  Orders  determined  and 
Closing  Orders  substituted  under 
Sec.  3 (2) 

NIL 

NIL 

3.  Local  Government  (Miscellaneous 

Provisions)  Act,  1953 

(a)  Under  Sec.  10  (1) 

NIL 

NIL 

— — ■■  —j 
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REPAIRS 

No.  of 

Informal  Action 

Houses 

4. 

Number  of  unfit  or  defective  houses  rendered  fit  during 
the  period  as  a result  of  inform!  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  under  the  Public  Health  Act0  1936  ...  ... 

34 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers 

5. 

Public  Health  Acts 

Number  of  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after 
service  of  formal  notices 

by  ooo  ooo  ooo  ooo  ooo  ooo 

49 

(b)  by  local  authority  on  default  of  owners 

NIL 

6® 

Housing  Act0  1936 

Number  of  houses  made  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notices 

(fit)  by  ooo  ooo  ooo  ooo  ooo  ooo 

NIL 

(b)  by  local  authority  on  default  of  owners 

NIL 

RENT  ACT  1957 

The  above  act  came  into  operation  in  July9  19570  and 
there  were  considerable  applications  for  advice  and  various  forms. 

The  procedure  adopted  has  been  as  follows.  The 
tenants  make  application  for  Form  G to  the  Department  and  the 
Inspectors  immediately  inspect  the  property.  Notices  are  then 
served  on  the  owners  under  the  Public  Health  Act  1936  to  carry 
out  repairs,,  which  can  be  dealt  with  under  the  various  sections 
of  the  Public  Health  Act.  On  expiry  of  these  Abatement  Not ices „ 
if  the  work  is  not  done9  the  matter  is  reported  to  the  Council0 
with  a view  to  proceedings  being  taken  against  the  owner. 

The  Rent  4gt  procedure  is  then  left  between  the 
Landlord  and  Tenant. 


The  number  of  Abatement  Notices  served  in  this 
respect  from  the  date  of  operation  of  the  Act  was  160. 

This  proceedure  meant  additional  work  to  the 
Staff o especially  when  the  Rent  Act  proceedure  was  carried 
through. 


No.  of  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  .. 

No.  granted  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

No.  refused  .o.  .oo  ©.o  oo®  .oo  o.o  oo©  oo 

No.  of  undertakings  received  from  Landlords 

(and  accepted) 


O © O OOO  O O o O O O OOO  O O o ooo  ooo  o o o 


1 

NIL 
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COUNCIL  HOUSES 


1 


The  standard  of  cleanliness  in  Council  Houses  is  very 
satisfactory,  but  in  an  estate  of  this  size  you  can  expect  the  odd 
person  who  seems  to  take  no  interest  in  the  well-being  of  his 
house.  It  is  still  to  be  deplored  that  certain  tenants  take 
no  interest  in  the  surrounds  and  gardens. 

No.  of  routine  inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  853 

All  prospective  tenants  are  visited  by  your  inspectors 
for  cleanliness.  Transfers  from  one  house  to  another  are  also 

inspected. 

Number  of  prospective  tenants  visited  and 
reports  submitted  to  the  Housing  Manager  ...  ... 

Number  of  transfers  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Empty  houses  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Empty  houses  disinfected  (vermin)  ...  ...  ... 

Total  number  of  inspections  and  visits  made 
regarding  Council  Houses  and  tenants  ...  ...  ... 


o o e 40 

oo»  29 
o o o 27 
...  7 

. . o 901 


I am  indebted  to  Mr.  Daynes,  Housing  Manager  for  the 

Tables  below s- 


No.  of  houses 
at  April,  1958. 

New  Tredegar 

57 

Aberbargoed 

519 

Peng am 

257 

Cefn  Fforest 

314 

Blackwood 

630 

Argoed 

161 

1,938 

LIST  OF  APPLICANTS  FOR  COUNCIL  HOUSES 


APRIL, 

1958 

In  Apartments 

Others 

Total 

New  Tredegar 

83 

42 

125 

Aberbargoed 

112 

30 

142 

Peng am 

54 

44 

98 

Cefn  Fforest 

59 

7 

66 

Blackwood 

96 

50 

146 

Argoed 

72 

15 

87 

476 

188 

664 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Inquiries  were  made  into  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and 
Poliomyelitis  and  advice  given  regarding  disinfaction  etc. 

No.  of  inquiries  md;(l6  OOO  OOO  OOO  OOO  POO  XX 
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COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 


There  is  one  such  house  in  the  Area  providing  accommo- 
dation for  about  8 persons. 


WATER  SUPPLY 


The  Area  is  supplier  with  water  by  the  Rhymney  Valley 
Water  Board  in  the  Rhymney  Valley,,  and  water  is  purchased  from  the 
Tredegar  Urban  District  Council  for  the  Sirhowy  Valley  portion 
of  the  Area. 


During  the  year  complaints  were  received  regarding 
the  quality  of  the  water  in  the  Sirhowy  Valley,  and  samples 
were  taken  at  various  points  in  the  supply.  Numerous 
samples  were  reported  unsatisfactory.  A deputation  from 
the  Council  waited  upon  the  Tredegar1  Urban  District  Council, 
and  they  immediately  took  steps  to  remedy  the  unsatisfactory 
supply.  Samples  were  taken  at  a later  date,  and  all  proved 
satisfactory. 

Total  No.  of  samples  taken  in 

(a)  Sixhowy  Valley  ....  64 

(b)  Rhymney  Valley  ...  21 

of  the  above,  IS  were  unsatisfactory. 

SWIMMING  POOLS 

This  facility  is  not  provided  in  the  Area. 

RIVERS  AMD  STREAMS 

These  are  now  supervised  by  the  Rivers  Pollution 
Prevention  Board. 

The  Rhymney  River  banks  were  again  inspected  and 

baited  for  rats  in  cooperation  with  the  officials  of  the  neighbouring 
Authority. 

PET  ANIMAL  - SHOPS 

One  licence  is  in  force  for  the  keeping  of  a Pet 
Shop  under  the  Pet  Shops  Ac  t 1950.  This  shop  is  at  Abet  bar goed. 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

The  grit  nuisance  still  continues  to  annoy  the  people 
in  and  around  Commercial  Street*  Aberbargoed,  but  it  is  pleasing  to 
note  that  at  the  tine  of  making  this:  Report  practical  steps 
have  been  taken  by  the  H.C.B.  to  abate  the  nuisance. 


The  Council  wrote  the  “National  Industrial  Fuel 
Efficiency  Service/®  and  their  Officers  contacted  the  Officers  of 
the  N.CoBo  offering  their  services  with  a view  to  assisting  in  the 
abatement  of  the  nuisance , 

It  is  a significant  fact  that  even  though  this  source 
of  pollution  is  lessened,,  there  is  still  a heavy,  tonnage  of 
pollution  as  recorded  by  the  apparatus  situated  at  Commin  Road„ 

Aberbargoed, 


This  apparatus  records  the  tons  of  deposit  per 
square  mile  at  that  particular  point,  It  mav  be  an 
advantage  to  have  further  apparatus  in  the  Sirhowy  Valley 
to  pin  point  the  sources  of  pollution.. 


The  monthly  results  were  analysed  at  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory,,  Cardiff  and  were  as  follows 


January 

February 

March 

Apr il  © , o 

May  o o o 

June 

July  o . o 

August  .00 

September 
October 
November  <.  , » 
December  , <> , 


000 
000 
000 
000 
n © c 
on  o 
000 
00m 
o o o 
o on 
o o o 
000 


000  000 

o 00  000 

000  000 

000  00  o 

*9  0 0 OOO 

OOO  O O O 

OOO  OOO 

000  OOO 

OOO  000 

OOO  OOO 

OOO  OOO 

000  000 


OOO 

OOO 


Tons  per 
square  mile 

35,94 

31,21 

25,77 

6,36 

10,81 

12,01 

9,51 

9,62 

24,30 

12,90 

10,71 

21,97 


RAINFALL 


Mr,  T,  J,  Jones,,  Surveyor  has  supplied  the 

following  informations- 


Monthly  Rainfall  1957 


January 
F ebruary 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 


000 

000 

000 

000 

000 

000 

000 


000 

000 


000 

000 

000 

000 

000 


000 

000 

OOO 

OOO 


OOO 

000 

OOO 

OOO 

OOO 

OOO 

OOO 

OOO 

OOO 

OOO 

OOO 


OOO 

OOO 

OOO 

OOO 

OOO 

OOO 

OOO 

OOO 

OOO 

OOO 

OOO 

OOO 


OOO 

OOO 

OOO 

OOO 

OOO 

OOO 

OOO 

OOO 

OOO 

OOO 

OOO 

OOO 


8,36  ins 

7,56  •• 

5,99  ,s 
0, 10  50 
2,10  " 
1,26  " 
5,27  55 

4. 17  " 

7,15  " 

5.18 
2,49  00 

4,00  50 


Total 


53,63  ins. 
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Monthly  Rainfall  19S7  (ContM) 


( 


Average  rainfall  since  1921  . ..  . .. 

Lowest  rainfall  in  year  since  1921  - 


1933 


ooo  ooo  o o o ooo  ooo  eve 


Highest  rainfall  in  year  since  1921  - 


1954 


ooo  ooo  ooo  ooo  ooo  ooo 


51.99 

32.57 

68.66 


ins 


n 


No.  of  days  in  1957  with  less  than  .01  ins  - 183 

w w 00  OT  1957  with  .01  ins  or  more  - 182 

'*  w M *•  1957  with  .04  ins  or  more  - 142 


Heaviest  daily  rainfalls  during  1957. 

January  31st/February  1st  - 2.66  ins 

February  7th/8th  - 2.24  ins 


FACTORIES  ACTn  1937 

No.  of  factories  with  mechanical  power  ...  66 
No.  of  factories  without  mechanical  power  2 
No.  of  outworkers  . o . «.o  ...  ...  ...  NIL 
No.  of  inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  70 


Under  Section  34  of  the  Factories  Act  1937,  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  Authority  to  ascertain  the  means  of  escape  in  case  of 
fire  and  to  issue  a certificate  to  that  effect  to  the  occupier  of 
the  factory  and  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories.  These  inspections 
were  made  in  the  company  with  the  Fire  Prevention  Officer  of  the 
Monmouthshire  County  Council  Fire  Service. 

/• " 

It  was  necessary  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
occupiers  of  3 factories  for  infringements  and  further  inspections 
were  made  when  it  was  found  that  defects  had  been  remedied. 


No.  of  notices  served  under  the  Factories  Act 

To  provide  adequate  sanitary  accommodation  ...  3 

To  cleanse  Factory  Walls  ...  1 

All  notices  were  complied  with. 


PLACES  OF  ENTERTAINMENT 

There  are  7 Cinemas  in  the  Area,  and  these  were 
inspected.  Sanitary  accommodation  is  generally  satisfactory. 


CAMPING  SITES 

There  are  no  licensed  camping  sites. 
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RODENT  CONTROL  AMD  DISINFESTATION 
PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT„  1949 

The  maintenance  treatment  of  sewers  in  accordance 
with  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries 
was  carried  out  by  Mr.  Co  Shelton,,  Rodent  Operator  and  a casual 

Labour er. 

Inspections  of  farms  were  made  under  the  1950 
Regulations  when  threshing  was  in  operation. 

All  types  of  premises  were  visited  and  where 
necessary  advice  was  given.  Poison  baiting,,  trapping  and  gassing 
were  carried  out  according  to  the  infestation  by  the  Rodent 

Operator. 

Below  are  details  of  treatments  carried  out  on 

various  types  of  premises. 

Complaints  received  ...  ...  ...  328 

Business  premises  ...  ...  ...  52 

Council  properties  (also  rivers 

tips,  culverts)  ...  ...  ...  84 

Private  Dwellings  (including 
Council  Houses ) ...  ...  ...  192 

The  above  figures  give  the  number  of  treatments  carried  out. 
Surveys  under  the  Act  ...  ...  246 

I would  again  like  to  mention  my  thanks  for  the 
cooperation  of  the  Officers  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  (Rodent  Control  Department). 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT„  1948 
SECTION  50 

BURIAL  OR  CREMATION  OF  THE  DEAD 

Under  Section  50  of  the  National  Assistance  Act  1948, 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  Local  Authority  to  arrange  for  the  burial  or 
cremation  of  the  body  of  a person  who  has  died  in  their  area  when 
it  appears  to  the  Authority  that  no  arrangements  have  been  made  for 
the  disposal  of  the  body.  Expenses  may  be  recovered  by  the 
Authority  from  the  estate  of  the  deceased  or  from  any  person 
who  was  liable  to  maintain  the  deceased  person  immediately 
before  his  death. 

No.  of  persons  buried  by  the  Authority  during 

the  year  - 2. 

No.  of  persons  buried  by  the  Authority  since  1949 s- 


1949 

=»■ 

12 

1950 

=. 

9 

1951 

<= 

11 

1952 

2 

1953 

— 

6 

1954 

4 

1955 

«o 

3 

1956 

=> 

2 

1957 

a 

2 

- 27 


It  will  he  seen  from  over  the  page  that  the  numbers 
are  gradually  decreasing 0 

The  Undertakers  are  §=> 

Rhymmey  Valley  .©©  ©©©  Mr 0 Co  Wilde,  New  Tredegar 

Sirhowy  Valley  . ..  000  Mr.  Herbert  Jones,  Blackwood 

These  Undertakers  are  also  under  contract  to  remove 
the  body  of  any  person  found  dead  on  a highway,  street,  or  public 
place  to  the  Public  Mortuary o 

PUBLIC  MORTUARY  AND  POST  MORTEM  ROOM 

Noo  of  autopsies  conducted  in  the  Post  Mortem 

Room  during  1957  <> . . . . . . . <>  . . . <,00  41 

The  Public  Mortuary  was  used  for  the  reception  of 
3 fatal  Road  Accidents,  and  2 Colliery  Fatalities o 

The  part-time  attendant  is  Mr.  Elias  Jones. 

CLEANSING  AND  SCAVENGING 

This  work  is  done  by  direct  labour  three  times  a 
week,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  Mr. 

T.  Jo  Jones. 


DUMPING  OF  REFUSE  IN  BACK  LANES 

Considerable  nuisance  is  still  persisting  as  a 
result  of  indiscriminate  dumping  of  household  and  other  refuse  in 
back  lanes  of  houses.  This  practice  is  more  prevalent  in  New 
Tredegar,  Aberbargoed,  Pengam  and  parts  of  Blackwood.  It  is  a 
pity  that  these  people  who  commit  these  offences  do  not  have  more 
civic  pride. 


Early  morning  inspections  have  been  made  to  find 
the  culprits,  and  notices  offering  a reward  of  £10  to  those  who 
will  give  information  leading  to  a successful  prosecutions  but 
up  to  date,  no  person  has  availed  himself  of  this  reward. 

No.  of  proceedings  taken  in  Police  Court 
against  ©i fenders  000  . o © 000  00.  6 

In  each  case  the  Magistrates  imposed  a very  small 

fine. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

When  a case  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  is  notified, 
the  house  in  which  the  person  resides  is  visited  by  your  Inspectors 
and  particulars  taken  regarding  accommodation,  state  of  repair, 
and  any  other  matters  relevant  to  public  health.  If  conditions 
are  found  unsatisfactory,  steps  are  taken  to  remedy  them  - 
especially  in  the  case  of  repairs  to  the  property. 

26  such  cases  were  investigated  last  year. 
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SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES 


(A)  FOOD  SHOPS  AND  STORES 

The  following  foods  were  found  unfit  for  human  consumption,, 
were  condemned  and  destroyed*  This  food  was  surrendered  by  the 
shopkeepers  during  regular  inspection  at  food  shops s- 


Meat 

Canned  Fruit 

F.ish 

28  lbs.  sausage  meat 

13  tins  prunes 

5 tins  brislings 

45  lbs.  beef 

101  tins  peaches 

6 tins  tuna  fish 

53|  lbs.  bacon 

146  tins  pears 

12  tins  pilchards 

35§  lbs.  pork  sausages 

71  tins  apricots 

1 tin  herrings 

19 | lbs.  beef  sausages 

7 tins  raspberries 

2 tins  sardines 

Canned  Meats 

13  tins  plums 

7 tins  crab  meat 

10  tins  chopped  p«rk 
21  tins  jellied  veal 
41  tins  stewed  steak 
58  tins  luncheon  meat 

1 tin  damsons 

51  tins  pineapple 
3 tins  blackcurrants 
22  tins  grapefruit 

2 tins  apples 
27  tins  oranges 

8 tins  fruit  salad 

6 tins  gooseberries 

7 tins  strawberries 

3 tins  cherries 

18  tins  salmon 
3 tins  crawfish 
Canned  Vegetables 

46  tins  beans 

8 tins  minced  beef  loaf 
58  tins  cooked  ham 
5 tins  ox  tongue 
73  tins  corned  beef 
2 pork  picnic  shoulder 

4 tins  carrots 
107  tins  peas 
460  tins  tomatoes 
2 tins  beetroot 

5 tins  loganberries 

Dried  Fruit  & Vegetables 

62  lbs.  prunes 

4 lbs.  split  peas 

Other  Foods 

71  tins  milk 

| lb  tea 

4 ozs.  cheese 

18  tins  soups 

2 tins  rice 

3 lbs.  butter 

3 tins  cream 

6 pots  marmalade 

\ lb.  lard 

4 steak  pies 

Approximate  weight  of  foodstuffs  condemned  during  1957  was 

1 ton  0 cwtSo  1 qtr.  2 lbs. 


(B)  MILK  SUPPLY 


Below  is  a list  of  the  number  of  various  licences  in 
force  in  this  area  for  the  sale  of  designated  milks s 

(a)  Dealers  licences  for  sale  of  pasteurised  milk  . 26 

(b)  Dealers  licences  for  sale  of  tuberculin  tested  milk  11 

(c)  Dealers  licences  for  sale  of  T.T. Pasteurised  milk  7 

(d)  Dealers  licences  for  sale  of  sterilised  milk  ......  5 

(e)  Supplementary  licences  for  sale  of  milk  by  Vendors 

f rom  outside  areas  .oo....o.«..........o..o°oo»»  = °°.l|6 

Number  of  samples  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  . 51 

Of  this  number  5 were  not  up  to  standard,  and  in  these 
cases,  the  Clerk  to  the  Council  communicated  with  the  vendors  concerned. 
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(C)  MEAT  INSPECTION 


( 


There  is  no  slaughterhouse  situated  in  the  Area. 

The  upper  section  of  the  Area  is  supplied  with  meat  from  the  Tredegar 
Council's  Slaughterhouse..  The  meat  there  is  inspected  by  a qualified 
meat  and  food  inspector. 

The  meat  for  the  lower  section  of  the  Area  is  generally 
supplied  from  the  C0HS=  Slaughterhouse , Maesycwmmer,  and  it  is 
distributed  in  parts  of  the  district  of  four  Local  Authorities*  The 
inspection  of  the  meat  at  this  slaughterhouse  is  wholly  the  responsibility 
of  the  Bedwas  and  Maehen  Council,  and  they  have  a qualified  meat  and 
food  inspector  carrying  out  the  inspection. 

CD)  ICE  CREAM 


14  sauries  were  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination.  The  results  weres- 


Grade  1 
Grade  2 
Grade  3 
Grade  4 


9 (Very  good) 

1 (Satisfactory) 

0 (Under  standard) 
4 (Unsatisfactory) 


Constant  supervision  is  made  during  the  summer  months 
of  establishments  and  vehicles  from  which  ice  cream  is  sold. 

No.  of  retailers  on  register  ...  50 


Proceedings  were  taken  against  one  vendor  for  not 
providing  the  necessary  equipment  (hot  water,  nailbrushes,  towels 
etc.)  on  his  vehicle.  The  Magistrates  imposed  fines  and  costs 
amounting  to  £16. 


(E)  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  - SAMPLING 


I am  indebted  to  Mr.  A.  W.  Prosser,  Chief  Inspector, 
Weights  and  Measures  Department,  Monmouthshire  County  Council  for 
the  following  report. 

Samples  of  foodstuffs  were  taken  at  Aberbargoed, 
Argoed,  Blackwood,  Cefn  Fforest,  Pengam,  and  New  Tredegar. 

They  consisted  of  57  samples  of  milk,  30  samples  of  other  food} 

4 samples  of  ice  cream,  and  2 beer  samples. 

The  Public  Analyst  certified  all  these  samples 
to  be  in  accordance  with  the  standards  required. 

The  average  fat  content  was  3*718  per  cent,  and  the 

Solids  not  fat  8.^49  per  cent. 
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(F)  PUBLIC  HOUSES  AND  CLUBS 


Public  Houses  and  Clubs  were  inspected,  during  and 
out  of  licensing  hours  with  special  reference  to  methods  of  cleansing 
glasses,  and  hygienic  practices* 

The  general  standard  of  cleanliness  and  appointment 
of  these  premises  is  being  maintained  at  a satisfactory  level* 
However,  some  publicans  make  a practice  of  collecting  overspilled 
beer  for  subsequent  resale  - a practice  which  should  not  be 
tolerated,  but  we  have  no  legal  remedy  in  the  matter* 

Notices  were  served  with  regard  to  the  following 

defects. 

(a)  Improvement  in  condition  of  bars.....*...  9 

(b)  Lack  of  adequate  handwashing  facilities  . 2 

C c)  Bar  counter  renovation* oooooooooo********  S 
(d)  Dirty  or  chipped  glasses **0*0*000*000**00  3 

^ e)  Decoration  m cellars 00000000*0000000000*  5 

(f)  Defects  relating  to  Sanitary  Conveniences  16 


(g)  Other  minor  defects* * *o.* *.o.. o **. o....* . 2 

Number  of  Public  Houses  inspected. ...*..  25 

Number  of  Clubs  inspected. .....o.. ......  15 

(G)  DELIVERY  OF  BREAD 


Special  attention  has  been  given  to  the  delivery 
of  bread  from  vans,  and  for  securing  the  observance  of  sanitary 
and  cleanly  conditions  and  practices  in  connection  with  the 
handling  of  bread  when  being  delivered  to  the  consumer. 

Bread  is  probably  the  most  universally  consumed  food 
in  the  world  and  careless  or  dirty  handling  must  be  avoided,  and 
the  rules  relating  to  personal  hygiene  strictly  observed. 

The  public,  especially  the  housewife,  could  play 
an  important  part  and  assist  the  Department  if  they  insisted 
that  the  vehicle  conveying  the  bread  and  confectionery  was  clean 
and  that  the  roundsman’s  hands  were  in  a clean  condition. 

Further,  that  all  bread  be  delivered  from  the  van  to  the  consumer 
in  a clean  basket.  These  precautions  would  greatly  help  to 
prevent  the  risk  of  contamination  to  this  important  food. 


(H)  CANTEENS,  RESTAURANTS  AND  CAFES 

These  premises  were  inspected  and  the  standard  is 
generally  satisfactory,  and  this  is  partly  due  to  the  co-operation 
of  persons  in  charge  of  these  premises. 

FOOD  POISONING 

One  case  - at  Aberbargoed  - was  notified  and  investigations 
were  immediately  carried  out  by  your  Inspectors.  Samples  of  faeces 
etc.,  were  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Newport,  but  the  cause 
of  the  outbreak  was  not  traced.  The  patient  recovered  satisfactorily. 
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ASHTXPS 


The  ashtips  in  the  Area,  especially  the  one  at 
Markham,  were  treated  on  a few  occasions  during  the  year  for  fly 
and  cricket  nuisance.  The  Phillipstown  tip  was  also  treated 
in  a similar  manner.  Lack  of  covering  material  is  making  it 
difficult  to  tip  refuse  without  creating  nuisance. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  at  the  time  of  making 
this  report,  the  Council  have  decided  to  refrain  from  tipping  at 
Phillipstown,  and  are  now  making  use  of  the  refuse  by  tipping 
at  the  landslide  at  New  Tredegar. 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT  1933 

No.  of  new  licences  issued  to  slaughtermen  1 
No.  of  renewals  of  licences  to  slaughtermen  2 


This  is  the  last  report  that  I am  privileged  to 
present  to  you,  and  I would  like  to  place  on  record  my  appreciation 
and  thanks  for  the  kindness  and  consideration  shown  me  at  all  times 
by  the  Councillors  and  Officials,  also  for  the  loyalty  and 
co-operation  of  its  members  of  the  Staff  of  the  Public  Health 
Department.  I feel  sure  that  the  Council  will  give  my  successor, 
Mr.  A.  M.  Coleman  the  same  help  and  encouragement  in  his  work. 


I am,  Mrs.  Baker  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

DAN  POWELL 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 


r 
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letters  were  sent  to  small  shopkeepers B in  the  side  streets 
them  of  the  practice  of  selling  prohibited  goods  after  the 
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